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E.O.  12958:  DECL : 12/02/2015 
TAGS:  PREL  PGOV  TU  RS 

SUBJECT:  TURKEY/RUSSIA:  TURKEY  SUPPORTS  PLANNED 
U.S. -RUSSIAN  CONSULTATIONS  ON  REGIONAL  CIS  ISSUES 

REF:  SECSTATE  214783 

Classified  By:  Political  Counselor  Janice  G.  Weiner  for  reasons  1.4(b) 
and  ( d ) 

11_1 . (C)  Turkey  supports  U.S.  dialog  with  Russia  to  promote 

joint  transparency  on  regional  issues.  MFA  Russia  Department 
Section  Chief  Meltem  Buyukkarakas  shared  this  information 
with  Poloff  in  response  to  reftel  points  on  December  1. 

Buyukkarakas  stressed  that  although  Russia's  power  is  less 
today  than  it  has  been  in  the  past,  Russia  remains  an 
important  partner  for  Turkey.  Turkey  does  not  see  its 
relationship  with  Russia  as  a counterbalance  to  Turkey's 
Western  orientation,  but  as  a complement  to  Turkey's 
multilateral  approach  to  world  affairs.  In  this  context, 

Buyukkarakas  said,  Turkey  welcomes  the  transparency  that  U.S. 

- Russia  talks  will  bring. 

V2 . (U)  Dushanbe  minimize  considered. 

WILSON 


